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During the month of May 1944, the 47th Fighter Squadron continued
their operations at lMokuleia Field, T, H. Their principal effort was
directed toward completing the training of flying persomnel for combat
duty with the thought in mind that in the neer future the members of
this organization might enter combat as a unit. At the end of the month,
31 Mey 1944, by the standards set forth in Training Memorandum Wo. 18,
Headquarters VII Fighter Command, subject, "Minimum Requirements for Fi-
ghter Pilots®, twenty-four pilots were listed es trained and sixteen as
untrained,

Major Mackey, Squadron Commander, expressed his satisfaction to the
entire Squadron on the number of flying hours atteined and the progress
in tralning accomplished during the month, With & minimum of fifteen
and a meximum of eighteen P-47's in the Squadren during the month, every
one of the forty pilots in the Squadron was asble to obtain a minimum of
forty flying hours and the Squadron a total flying time of seventeen hun-
dred and twenty-eight hours and thirty-five minutes.

Besides maintaining planes on the alert for twenty-six days during
the month, training missions in serial gunnery, dive bombing, ground gun-
nery, instrument flying, transition flying, night flying, fighter search-
light, acrobatics, altitude, interception, individual combat, and other
types of missions were also flown. In addition twenty-five hours of int-
elligence training was accomplished.

Among the special missions in May were two in which the Squadron
acted as alr gupport to a practice amphibious landing operation at Makua
Beach, Oahu, On each of the missions eight planes were put into the air
with each carrying eight hundred rounds of Cal..50 ammunition. Five of
the planes were used for strafing, and three were equipped with 2 each
M10 airplane spray tanks for laying smoke sereens to cover the landings,

These were the first instances of the M0 equipment being used by
the Squadron, snd the returning pllots reported very good results in lay-
ing the smoke screen by flying about one hundred feet above the ground,

Two of the three planes flew inlend from the beach to cover the land-
ing force's flenks, and the third plane flew parallel with the beach to
cover the actual landing, This gave the landing troops good concealment
and a chance to hit the beach and dig in without meeting a lot of wither-
ing ercssfire from enemy machine gums.

The pilots feel that this type of support ism very beneficiel to any
and all landing operations sines the strafing attack will keep enemy for-
ces from being sble to concentrate their fire, and allow our own forces
to make the landings with the fewest possible casualties,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958



