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AAF, 1 - 30 September 194k, contd

Another six men are required in the hold to place chocks under the wheels
of the vehicles and otherwise to brace them against the rolling and pitching of
the ship at sea. If available the third group of six men can be used to relieve
one of the other groups zlthough this is not of prime importance. If more than
one organization is involved in the move, in our case there were two Air Corps
Squadrons and two Signal Corps units, a portion of the required number of men
can be drawn from each unit.

Due to the sudden and unpredictable shift of loading plans men were called
from the various organizations on extremely short notice to serve as work details.
Hence, adequate food often was not provided for them. On these occassions it was
necessary for the TQU officers personally to purchase sandwiches for the men. In
many cases this is unavoidable, but when possible the TQM's should plan their
needs ahead about twelve hours and notify the organization from which the men are
drawn in sufficient time so that those units can provide food for their men.

On 18 September the Squadron was notified that the move had been cancelled
and that the equipment would be unloaded. Accordingly, on that date the 5.8,
Joliet Victory moved from Pearl Harbor to Pier 26, Honolulu, arrived there about
2030 and immediately made ready to discharge its Air Corps Cargo. All of our
cargo was removed with the exception of general purpose vehicles which were trans-
ferred out of the Squadron to Army Garrison Force, APO No. 248.

The unloading of the ship was not beset with many of the problems encount-
ered in the loading. The job was completed and the last truck load left the pier
for Bellows Field before noon of 21 September. As a result of the movement of
equipment, no organizational equipment was lost although there was one instance
of an enlisted man's "B" bag having been lost.

As this organization has been stationed in the Hawaiian Islands since the
activation of the Squadron in December 1940, the personnel were anxious to move
to a more active theater., Morale and efficiency in the Squadron was extremely
high when it looked like a certainty that we actually were on our way to war.
The announcement that the Squadron was to unload and move back to Bellows Field
took the spirit out of everyone and morale among both the officers and enlisted
men became very low., However, it is believed that this is quite a normal re—
action to the circumstances.

About. 22 September, Colonel E. P. Mussett, Executive Officer of VII Fighter
Command, came to Bellows Field to speak to the officers and men of the Squadron,
He explained that the success of the carrier based aircraft over the Philippine
Islands a few days prior to our cancellation orders had altered the tactical
situation. An appreciable amount of Japanese air strength had been eliminated
by the Navy's success, said the Colonel, thus eliminating the need for basing
Army fighter strength on the yet untaken island of Yap. He assured the Squadron
that Fighter Command was anxious to see this organization in combat and that
efforts were being made to send us to war,
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