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S; ' t F u d on 1 t h Fi er ht er o and Ai

,
t For es s ci f i c Oce rea ..

1 . t e of ar r i v l d de a ure f ro e c 'r s t at i on oc c u i ed i n t h s
t he t ar :

Ne at i va.
2. Lo ses i cti n:

Ne g t i ve .

3. Awa ds to nd decorations of mbers of this or a ization:

l e gat i v e .

. Cr ni tional chan es: .t , . ;

Ne at i v .
- .. ,

`
, s

5. Str n h, Personnel:

. F i s t d y of mont h : 67 Of f i ce r s , 233 E i s t e d i n .

' b , • s t day of mont h : 67 Of f i ce r 233 E i s t e d Men .

6 . t ren t h of Ai r c r f t :

. Fir t d y o onth: 8 P-51 D's, 1 AT-6C

b. L t d y of month: 23 P- D's, 1 Ai-6C

7. osses. eration s

1 -51 D.
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47th Fi hter U dron, 15th Fi h r Grou . VII Fi hter Comma d, .r• Forces. Pacific Oce n ea.. ..
l . . Boar de d S L nawe e , .A 19 5, 1300 , 2 J u r y 19 5 t i e r 29 , ono-

l u , T , H. Nu b e r of p r s onne l : 206 l i s t e d Pen , 30 Of f i ce r s .

b . Landi g e che l on ( ub - a s s a l t ) bo r de d .
bl , S ul i ph e a t Pi e r 2

25 Januar 19 5, er 29, Honolulu, T. H. Nu ber of peraonnel: 15
E i a t e d 'en , 1 Of f i ce r .

c, De arted J n r 19 5.

d. rri d En tok 5 Febru 19 5. pa ed Eniwetok 7 Februa y 19 5.
rrived S ipa 11 Febr r 19 5. parted Saip n 16 Febru r 1945.

e. Ja u y 31, croa ed Inte tio l date l ne.

f . Ar r i ved t des t i nat i on 19 Febr u y . b r ked 2? Febr u ry .

g. Perao nel ded 2 ebru ry fro USS Len ee. Personnel and cargo
ab oar d ca r o ahi p U S M l p e b r cu ht s hor e r ch ,

2 , a . Pi l ot nd ai r cr t l oaded on S Si t koh Ba f r om For d I sl nd, 1
Feb ua .

' b. De arted: 2 Febru .

c . St oppe d t Gu 13 Feb r u r y 19 5 . ef t Guam and a r r i ve d Sa i p n l
' Feb r .

d . Pl ne s u l oaded at G .m Febr u r y d er e l o t o Sa i n t he
following ay, er they er atationed at Eaet Field.

e . P n e s t ook of f f or I ro J i cn on 6 l r ch 194 , f r om E s t Fi e l d , Sa i pa .

f . None .
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O F F I C E R S . U. S . S . L P A E F

Fir t ow :
Capt. ieslin , Lts. Fitzg r ld, Hubel, Oronsky, Frick, Elliott,Tyler, S nder , Sidebottom, Capt. Lapides.

Se n ow: •
Lt . Di bel ka, K e s s i g , Capt . l d f o d, Lt s . canl a , V Za dt , i s ey ,Capt . R l ey , aj o r St ot he rs , Lt s . Carl e t t i , an d Jone s .

Thi rd Ro :
' Lt s . Kr i s s , :ie ave r , :aj or ohns on , Lt . Li dde l l , . 0 . hddi ngt on,Lt . Bi sky .
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• . O G IZ TIONAL ISTOR

1 - 2 Feb uary 194fi

The m nt h of Febr uary f ou d t he q adron act ual en rout e t o ombat .

Yes, our onth long mo e nt plana d fi lly terialized.

ter two or th e days at a on th US L awee mo t of u discovered

that the only ay to obt n r lief f om the conat nt roc ing and rolling was

to map a aou se to either of three pl ces, the head", the "sack" or the

s ai h ' .

n the fo th da of ou saili , Lt. Sander , Squ dron Intelligenae

Officer, was q ick to tak advantage of the f t that all perao el both o f-

i ers and sn iated n had s r ived the itial fa rization of the ye

o the se aad he p oceeded to deeim ate, in genuine S-2 style, the "poop

, about our de tination, Iwo Jima.

The rem inder of ou voyage waa i terrupted only b two l -o ra of a

few d y ea h, on t iwetok nd the other t Saip n. Th for r w s si -

nific t on in th t it was the first ti we had seen i which even

resembled land ai ce lea n ier 2 at P Harb r ei ht days previou . The

atop at Saipa aer ed to remi d u that we were gazing upon an i land the in-

vasion of ieh eight montha before, represented the first r.ea
l breech in

Jap ' s out e r pe r i t e r of def enae . Some of u e r e f ort unat e e no gh t o s e t

oot on this historic spot ahile others were satisfied to emain aboard hip.

the afte oon vf February 16 o co roy at rted on the last leg of ite

our ey. Th skipp r of our ship a few choice words, r i ded us that,

"Thi ia it. This ia the pay-o .

bout 0500 on the rning o the 19th, hile battleahip a d deatroyera

were still lobbi g ehel into the t get ith clock-like re u].arity, we were

- inchi g our ray along about ei ht m ea off shore, as pproached the battle
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. , 1 - Fe b 5 , c ont d

arred, .ei ght quar m l a v ol no eh. Bu de s i t e h c e i c

h n da b o o , al l co l d a 1 s®e t h d i c l t ek hea t h t •

a p ho to be a cvat on a d th be i i g o a bitte a g .

It as not o fat , ho r, to perien st ho rbitter t is atr g l

. ro ul d be u t i o sel ea et rt ed f or t he shore on t he t h. At ] an .
t s date t qu d o loaded o a nd at 55 t R d Be h l.

h - into the t mp r b o c ar a and for a eral aya th r a

i t as a c "a i val o t h .t t eat , or O , or t l ® a o h r ".
N e ®as to s , t e gh mox e a exc lent eal of the q ad on tri-

b t ed at l t o i t s a r . ].* f or t he r et o ' t e ont h.

.

.
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• I ORY F T OP I0 SECTION

1 - Feb 19 5

L tle co nt an b urde for p ratio a ecti t Squad on

' as a t o e f or t ent i r mont . No o or u t ras p ss ed f or

t ® e i to set up d in the a th.I

®b a f ou d t q a roa brol n i nt o t a a®c i on . T e p t a

f l r t. a r o Ford I sl a d on t e f i at f o l l o Fi e , T. H,
T e e pilote a d cr w chiefo w th th cra t board d the ai ra t c -

ier for . d o rov om l e aboa d p rao el aesa lt

a p h ad d o r I J i a w t o and .
O th l th i ra and p lota rri d t va and o r a r raft

s f o t o 8ai pan. Capt a a Po el l a d Bet r et d r o t

St a e a d o d t h q ad *o on t h 1 t . r l out i ch o l l s

11 d . .

' The e a on a aident d i g the nth, lat eutenan t ,

Fv t ara d at l ].o ra 'i e wh l e t a i t g of f f or Fo al a d.
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• I TO OF T CO NICATIONS S CTION

1 - Febru ry 1945

Th® month o Febru ry 19 5 s sp nt on e pbo r exc® or the

laat few d ys. I the Squ d on mave to I o Jim , th aectio 's pere -

nel were divided bet een the rsonnel ss t d cargo aesa t ehip .

l o, t O ni S S t Thoma R, c ai nd S Willi A. Ross, ere de-

tailed to the import t ob of m i taining the r dios in the quadron

a i rc ra t abo rd t carr i e r .

q ad on p rso el t rted disemb rk ng on the 27th of Febru y at

Iwo Ji a ter a month long o ey. ere they du in a d ited the

co ing of the 3quad on aircraft.
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• HISTORY O E SOIl SUI _ Y

1 - 28 Febr a 19 5

The S u d on was aboard th U.S.S. L n ee when the month beg

a d remained aboard u til 27 Febr ary 19 5.

Sg . Ti ot hy J . G n as . ch rge of l l undry s e r i ce abo r d

ship for the entire ah p. Pe o nel Supply did not function in other

w y.

The Squadron w8nt ashore on z7 J u ry 1945 and bivo Ced on the

beach. Perso el Supp did not fu ction for the rem inder of the month.
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' HTSTORY THE I SS SECTI ON

1 - 28 Februa 19 5

The qvadron ee ed aboa d the S Lena ee APA 195 25 a

1945 o ebrua y 1945• The qu d on carried the neceaeary rations

or th e day n they nt ashore. No ss was eata liehed as "K"

ratio er the onl o es v lable.
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' HI TO Y OF TI CO AND S CTI N

_.
1 - 28 Febr a y 1945

A the or part of the onth e apent abo rd s p on ths ay to co -

bat, Squ dron activities as a hole ere limited. The headqu rters ection

continued to k ep up the Morni g R port, the aick book, .n
d the duty roster •

for ork calls abo d ship as they roae. Some men er detailed to ork n

the ahip s la ndry and Some i the lley. The Sq dm n took l u d duty

over on the ahip abo t the 17th of Febr r , r lie i g the arine on bo rd

ho had en doi it.

The quadr on he dquart e ra ec t i on l or_g
i t t he re at of t he Sq dr on

d a ce echelon arrived at the t rget rea on "D" D y,
19 Februar , bu did

not diaemb rk til 1 00, 7 Feb u y.

The act ity of firat importance u hittin ahore as to dig in so

naturall no Orderly Room ork a such wa done during the balance of reb-

rua .

The morale d health o the m n as they c me ashore at I o Ji on 7

Febru r 19 5 re excel ent.
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HI TOR OF TI ENGINEERING SECTION
.
• 1 - 28 Febru 1945

Th® moat of Feb uar was o e of very little activity for En inesri

pereonn l ab ard the troop a aault sh p. Ho r, for thoae tw nty - s

crew chiefe charged w th the aintena ce of q dron airplanes aboard the

ai r cr af t ca r i er , i t w a one i l l e d wi t h h r d ror k and a i et y .

Guam a t o b s ed ae t he l oad n g poi nt f or t he a i r c r f t and t he

arrier arrived on the 13th of February. T e loading went off with r

little trouble. There e some inor magea cau ed durin the tra er

of the plan a from ahip to shore auch as bent wing tipa, ruddera, elevators,

and a leron . All pla es w re checked and se v ced t Gu m for the trip to

aipan a d de the flight without mis ap. ai n was a r pretty island

and atro reminded those with the pl ea of O hu.
. The aircra t wer based at East Field a d ork com eao d i m diat ly

. to get the pl ea in the best oaeible co dition. E e one wa excited and

enthu iastic. At lon l the 17th wa a out to be given a oppo tunity to

teet its fo r yeara of tr ini g agai at an ene y. ing tank were hu g and

co nected, e nes and airpl a w re i n a co plete aha down inap ction,

the bor aight of t e a wa checked and radio frequ ncy ch nged. I order

to ksep the pl nes in shape an m intain a constant check on their perfor ce

the ahips were flown for an ho eve y third day.

the 2 th of Febru r ere given thirteen more airplanea from the

Gu m pot bringi g our quadron a craft strength to th rty eight. Work

as ata d on these new pla s but we w re handicapped by the hortage of

men, h ing only t enty-six to mai»tain thir y-eight pla es.

As the month mov d to a cloae a 1 person el a xiou ly a aited order to

have the pl es t ke off for their dest tion -- Iwo Jima,
,
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